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Special Issue Information 

In 2015, the Member States of the United Nations set up the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and agreed upon 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

and 169 targets to end poverty, fight inequality and injustice, and protect the planet. 

In recent years, governments, companies, and non-governmental organisations have 

been applying policies addressing the SDGs (Sierra-García et al., 2022). However, the 

Sustainable Development Goals Report 2022 (United Nations, 2022) reveals the 

destructive effects of global crises and conflicts (COVID-19 pandemic, climate change 

and war in Ukraine) on achieving the SDGs. 

The SDGs and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change called for deep transformations 

requiring governments, civil society, science, and business to take complementary 

actions (Sachs et al., 2019). 

mailto:hebolar@cegea.upv.es
mailto:fpolo@cegea.upv.es


2 
 

According to the 2030 Agenda, organisations are expected to play an essential role in 

achieving the SDGs (Rosati and Faria, 2019a, b). More and more companies and 

investors are looking for ways to contribute positively to the SDGs, recognizing that 

failure to achieve them limits economic potential and weakens system stability, business 

prospects and future investment performance (SDG Impact, 2021a). However, there is 

a lack of understanding and guidance on implementing the SDGs (Sachs et al., 2019; SDG 

Impact, 2021a). 

Sachs et al. (2019) proposed six SDG Transformations for SDG achievement, which 

identify priority investments and regulatory challenges, calling for actions by the 

government in collaboration with business and civil society. 

SDG Impact is a United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) initiative which helps 

investors and organisations to operate more sustainably and contribute positively to 

sustainable development and the SDGs through the SDG Impact Standards. These 

standards provide a common language and approach to fully integrate the SDGs into all 

business and investment decision-making processes, moving organisations from SDG 

alignment to SDG action. In addition, an assurance framework is being developed to 

ensure that organisations have the policies and processes in place to achieve the 

objective of the Standards (SDG Impact, 2021a, b). 

The Target 12.6 of the SDGs encourage companies to adopt sustainable practices and 

integrate sustainability information into their reporting. In this sense, companies must 

carry out sustainable actions and report them to show their stakeholders how they 

address their concerns (Grueso-Gala and Zornoza, 2022). The European Union prompted 

sustainability reporting with the Directive 2014/95/EU (García-Benau et al., 2022), which 

requires public-interest entities (PIEs) exceeding 500 employees on average to issue a 

non-financial information statement. Social economy entities can voluntarily formulate 

this statement as a tool to communicate and disclose their values and actions (Polo-

Garrido et al., 2021). 

According to Sierra-García et al. (2022), including information about the contribution to 

the SDGs can be a significant step that a company can take to improve its sustainability 

reporting. It is a strategic decision emphasising the organisation’s willingness to address 

these issues. Meanwhile, sustainability reporting can ease organisations to understand, 

communicate and better manage their contributions to SDGs. In this line, the United 

Nations Global Compact (UNGC) and the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) promoted a 

joint initiative consisting of reporting on the SDGs, and they launched several guidelines 

for integrating the SDGs into reporting (GRI and UNGC, 2018a, b).  

Similarly, Adams et al. (2020) published the Sustainable Development Goal Disclosure 

(SDGD) Recommendations, which enable organisations: (i) to identify material 

sustainable development risks and opportunities relevant to long-term value creation 

for organisations and society; (ii) to change what an organisation does and how it does 

it to contribute to the achievement of the SDGs; and (iii) to communicate implications 

for and impact on the achievement of the SDGs.  
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According to KPMG (2020), 69% of N100 firms and 72% of G250 firms connected their 

business activities with SDGs in their non-financial information reports in 2020. 

Moreover, 56% of N100 and 51% of G250 companies disclosed SDG-related 

performance targets. Findings revealed remarkable differences in the SDGs that 

companies prioritise. PwC (2019), Nichita et al. (2020), and Polo-Garrido et al. (2022) 

found a great diversity in the number of SDGs included in the reports. 

Despite the SDGs' disclosure level, there is concern about the credibility of organisations' 

accountability and governance supervision due to a lack of assurance and the limited 

scope of the assurance engagements (Adams et al., 2020). Independent assurance is an 

essential tool to build trust and confidence and enhance the credibility of the disclosed 

information (Simnett et al., 2009). According to Sierra-García et al. (2022), assurance 

reduces scepticism about SDG-related information. 

Thus, this special issue of Management Letters/Cuadernos de Gestión on "Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs): management and reporting" aims to stimulate a lively 

discussion about any organisation and business sector's implementation and 

communication of SDGs. So, we hope to join forces with other researchers worldwide 

who have studied these matters and can contribute original articles that propose how 

to best address the achievement of SDGs. 

We invite theoretical, conceptual, and empirical works on the following topics (but 

which are not limited to): 

- SDGs and the effects of global crises and conflicts. 

- Strategy and implementation of SDGs. 

- Contributions to SDGs: the role of countries, companies, organisations, 

professions, etc. 

- SDG-related impacts on business performance. 

- SDGs communication, disclosure, and reporting. 

- Assurance on SDGs reporting and achievement level. 

- ESG investments, socially responsible investments, sustainable finance, and 

SDGs. 

 

Keywords: SDGs, strategy, implementation, contributions, achievement, business 

performance, communication, reporting, disclosure, assurance, ESG investments, 

socially responsible investments, sustainable finance. 

 

Manuscript Submission Information 

Open for submissions: September 1st, 2022. 

Closing date for new submissions: November 30th, 2022. 

The Special Issue is open to all work related to the call. 
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Please indicate that your paper is intended for this special issue. Manuscripts should be 

submitted in MS Word format by e-mail to the following 

address (revista.cuadernosdegestion@ehu.eus). Accepted papers will be published in 

the journal and will be listed together in the special issue section. Original empirical 

research, theory development and meta-analytic reviews are all potentially appropriate 

for inclusion in the special issue. 

All contributions to this research topic must be within the scope of the section and 

journal to which they are submitted, as defined in their mission statements. 

Articles can be submitted in English or Spanish. However, if an article is accepted, the 

authors should send the final version in English. 

Submitted manuscripts should not have been previously published, nor be under 

consideration for publication elsewhere (except conference proceedings papers). All 

manuscripts will be reviewed by at least two expert referees. Please visit 

the Instructions for Authors  page before submitting a manuscript 

(http://www.ehu.eus/cuadernosdegestion/revista/en/submiting-papers).  

 

Further Information 

For questions regarding this special issue’s content, please contact the guest editors. 
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