
Accounting in Europe 

2nd Call for Papers 
 

Special section 
 

Does the accounting for goodwill and other intangibles really matter? 
 

‘An analyst can live a rich a fulfilling life without ever knowing about goodwill or its amortization’ 

Warren Buffet, Cited in Graham and Dodd’s Security analysis (5th ed., 1988), p. 235 

 

 

The debate on the valuation and accounting for goodwill and other intangibles is far from new. The 

post-implementation review of IFRS 3 opens up another opportunity to revisit this debate. A recent 

report by ASBJ, EFRAG, and OIC (July 2014) suggests a return to amortization of goodwill. This 

follows the common observation (including ESMA, January 2013) that goodwill impairments may 

not be timely and that disclosure practices are not consistent across firms. In the end, does how we 

account for goodwill and other intangibles really matter? 

 

Suggested topics, but not limited to: 

 

Is the current method of accounting for goodwill and other intangibles useful to users of financial 

reports? 

Has the new accounting regime affected real decisions such as M&A? 

Are managers more or less accountable under the impairment regime of goodwill? 

Are current disclosures for goodwill and other intangibles informative? If not, how could they be? 

Does the timing and level of impairments of goodwill and other intangibles matter? 

Should we go back to simply amortizing goodwill and other intangibles? 

What maps best into future value and performance? 

 

To be considered for publication in this special issue authors should submit their papers, including 

abstracts, by 30 April 2015 (just after the EAA conference in Glasgow, easy to remember!) via the 

online submission platform: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/raie. Earlier submission is encouraged. 

Authors should bear in mind the publication policy of Accounting in Europe, which focuses on 

papers that are relevant to practice and policy. Papers must be submitted in English, although 

editorial assistance with the English language will be available for the papers selected. Instructions 

for contributors can be found at: 

http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/journal.asp?issn=1744-9480&linktype=44 

 

Papers submitted will be subject to fast track double-blind peer review, aiming for publication in the 

first issue of 2016. For any question, feel free to contact me at andre@essec.edu. 

 

Paul André 

Editor 

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/raie
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/journal.asp?issn=1744-9480&linktype=44
mailto:andre@essec.edu

